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Benny Leonard, a Clean

Fighter Who Calls His
Mother by Long Dis-

tance Tele-
phone AfterEach

Battle Away
from Home, Always
Seeks to Land a Sleep-
Producing Punch and
Wants His Opponent
to Do the Same.

BY GLEN L. WALLAR.

UT of the multitode arises
tha axeeption. For the
past decade the old-tima

o followera of the boxing
game hean be-
moaning the fact that
the present-day aggre-
.y gatlon of fistic experta
have been gaining fama
and fortune without hardly as much as black-
ening the eye of the oppos=ition, whereas, In
the days of a generation ngo, o boxer would
hardly be recosnized. let alone ldolized, unless

have

Be carrled the old “good-might wallop ip his
faltts for his blggest asset in scoring victorles,

These were what the veterans of the sport
day would term “In the good old days,"” when
®im and Jhn put up a great mill, with Tim

®innlng on a right cross fMush to the Jaw after |

Be himself had barely escaped taking the count
& the earller rounds.

The opportunity for the followers of Sullivan,
Pempeey, Filzsimmons, McAuliffe, McGovern
End any number of former prides to ngain have
Khe same old thrill take command of thelr
Bental condition Is ones more n thing of reality
Shstead of uncertainty, and New York City,
Jower East Side, gains the noteworthy disting-

tion of producing the boxer who stands out In

the fistlic world as the Statue of Liberty does
teo an American who hna been tied up on the
other side of the ocean for several montha, Fe

18 the 1ad who 1s hammering his way to a title

by the knock-out route—a bor who, at this
writing. has put ten of his opponents of the
last vear to the mat for the count, and every
one of his victima has been recognized as chome-
plonship timber.

His name la Benjamin Lelner, known to the

boxing fraternity as Benny Leonard, the change
in nama being an aceldent instexd of a desire,

due to n mistake of an announcer on Henny's
first out before a regular orgnnized ol Fate
Pruatly, one of the best known announcers i
the BEast, wnas the man whe gave Beany the
name of Leonard, not getting the little fellow s

¥

pronunciation of Lelner on asking him who he
wae. The papers carrled the
and ns he had heen puccessful, the
Billy now his managor, but at
time anly hlas friend, decided thnt it
well for Benny to hang onto his new

Not Yet of Age.

neme of Leonard,
and

thaot

hoy
Gleason,
waould be

COgnomen

LTHOUGH today one of the most promli-
A nent hoxers In the country, Leonard Is
still & kid He will not be of ags ntil April 3.
and is Just ns fond of his bovish pran s ANy
lad In hils teens. Even when in the ring facing
a dangerous opponent 1t Is a hard r for
Benny to remain serious during the T -
tost, although It murt be sald that he i never
carelans and is one of the meast careful trainoerns
the ring ha=x tru Fis dAle=ip iy re of
minor Importance, he never usle inloxieanty
or narcotics Ho I= also very carcful as to his
diet, whether he Is in actual training or not
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Le#onard hss been engaged at boxing as &
profession since January, 1912, but it has only
been In the last two years thot he has Jumped
Inlo prominence. He started his career In the
roped arena os o featherwelght, but goon be-
came a Hitle too heavy for the 122 pound class
and then began golng after the Ligger hoys, and
1t I8 In the lghtwelght division that Benny has
made his reputation,

The abllity, plus the capable management of
Billy Ofhson, who I4 alse the manager of the
Falrmount Athletle Club, lccated In Benny's
home neighborhood, has the Mitle New Yorkoer
wWithin grasp of the lightweight championship,
and about all that Is now needed Lo &caulre the

Benny connecting with his
famous right to pomnt of jaw
—the knock-oui punch.

insas was on th eount whan

mat tihking the

the bell rane, endinz the bout

Bent i# one of family of tan, He has four
rothe ind thre jaters. FHis father and moth-
wr arée living Hi g a4 gpreart mamma's boy.
\Wh L from home he writes her every day
'|Il.. Immewiately nfter enach '..‘IF‘I he I'.'\“-l ?'-r
on lo listance telaphone to nesure her that
he i3 all right, Since galning prominence, Leon-
vd I8 quite a social favorite when at homa

{ atten [ulte o number pf functions, espe-
il Churci ninirs Fie insists upon his moth
or accompanyving him to all these svents, and

hounor
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Has Fighting Blood.

ENNY iz somewhat polyvgtat as to nation-

-~

U

On leff, Benny feinting
with left, his usual tactics
when sparring for an opening

title !a to invelgle Freddy Welsh, who at pres-
ent has the honor, into & mutch other than &
no-decision affafy,

Taeonard and Welsh engaged In two clashes
during the last veur, but the Englishman covels
his title to such an extént that both of the
bouts were of the no-declsion kind, Tho ooly

« LJ

Benny’s unmarked face,
despite many fights.

chance that Lthe MHitle New Yorker had of de-
throning the Englishman was to put him away,
and as the BEriton is recognlzed as ono of the
greatest defensive boxera the world ever devel-
oped, Leonard was unequal to the ocenslon of
putting the champlon down for the count, n feat
which has never been ncromplished

We!zh has never been knocked out. Leonard
probably came as close (o turnihg the trick os
any boxer ever did, as in thelr first engagement,
held in Modison Square Gardon, New York, on
April 7 last, Benny had the champlon In bad
wuy In the meventh round, but he weathered his
way through to the bell, anthduring the min-

ute's rest recupernted enough to stick out the
remaining three rounds, The nowspaper de-
clslons were slmost unsnimously in faver of

Leonard, stating that
good trimming.

the champlon recelved a

Wants Fight with Welsh,

EONARD and hils manager are hoping to be
able to Induce Welsh to agree to a de-
cislon bout or a contest of at least twently
rounds, Both Benny and Glbson are confldent
that If Welsh will step Into the ring against
him in a bout scheduled for twenty rounds that
a declsion will not be necessary. According
to the little New Yorker there could only be
one outcoma 1n & long bout and that would be
the mat for Welsh. The champlon, while not
old by any mcnnu'. {s far from belng a young-
ster, belng In the 808, and he la not nearly as
careful in regard to his mode of life as Is
iLeonard. The Englishman s quite a sociable
Ie.llm\-.

In thc meanwhile, Leonard {s plcking vp =&
comfortable fortune by eliminating all other
champlanushln possibllities, Two yrars sgo each
boxing center had Hts own coming champlon,
The country was full of boys who were golng
to take the crown dway from Whelsh, During
the last twelve months Leonard has taken sl
the buzz out of the majority of these would-be
champlons. As fast as he meets them just ane
inore (s ellminated. Today there are but two
hoys bealdes Leonard, who can be classed as
materinl worthy of being champlona, thesa
contenders being Johnay Dundee, the clever
Italinn from New York, and Charlle White, the
hard-hitting Hebrew fLrom Chicago,

. . .
Can Have Match.

e few good lHghtweights

mtry tapi Avoinrd s

T L Two years ago Manager Gluson had

the opportunity of pitting hig youngster ugainst

CUhicago slugger putr 13N was  entirs!

f to lake a chiande on rulning ol

ol 4 pronusing lad over-matehing him

A ref €d  th oult Vo hite <un nave LT

e though, now, and according to Gibsoun

agonn has Leen offered n big purse to

et the Hitle New Yorker Glbsou 1= conli-
t Loonard now has the abllity to de-
{ t Whit he belng muah stronger than twa
o, nnd alro ha=s gained the needed ox

riened
l.eonard and Dundee have boxed four times
all no=decision affairs In which public opinlon
wis divided 2s o who had the advantage
Thelr first meeting was on March 2, 15, In

w York and ten rounds, The remalning three
xoed this year, two ten-round af-
and a six-round contest In
Philadelphin, the short bout their linal
being held on November 15, It was a
great contest with both bhoys dolng some spoc-
tacular work, but in a long bout there Is hardly
any doubt but what Leonard would be an easy
winner as Dundee would loge some of his speed
nlter tha rounds and he has not the
“kick™ to the heavy hitting powers of
Leonard.

wuls wera b

fairg In New York

bein=

clish,

early
offsot
Leonard's firat big jump toward the top oc-
curred on December 17, last year, In New
York, when he Knocked out Mandot, of
Now Orleians, In the seventh round of a contest
scheduled to go ten. The BSoutherner was o
prominent contender for lightwelght honora at
that time., The victory of Leonard by a Knock-
out resulted In his name being heralded to all
partg of the country. The punch shown in that
bout has now become an ordinary feat for him,
as in nearly two dozen fights, against good boys
he has walked out of the ring a victor by a

Joe

K. 0. in ten of them while In several others
his opponent had a narrow escape
. - -
Some of the Enockouts.

J IMMY MURPHY was put down for tha
count in the fifth round. Phil Bloom went
to the elghth round and then was forced to
Riccumb to Leonard's punching ability. Sam-
my Itobldeau was keeled over In the fifth
round. Joe Welsh also suffered a K. O. In the
fifth round Eddis McAndrews was another
one of Leonard's opponents that could not get
past the fAfth stanza. Bhamus Q'Brisn reached
the seventh round then was stretched on thas
mat for the count of ten. Frankie Cannefry
was toppled over In the eixth round. Ever
Hammer and Harvey “Fighting'' Thorpe man-
nged to get in the twelfth round before becom-
ing uncenscious from the Enasterner's terrific
wiillope.

The boys besides Freddia Welsh and Johnny
Dundes who have gone the scheduled distance
against Leonnrd this year, are: “Rocky' Kan-
S48, ten rounds; Frankle Callahan, ten rounds;
Joe Azevedo, ten rounds; Johnny Nelson and
Johnny Tilman, six rounds, and Stanley Yoa-
kum, ten rounds. The two slx-round contests
wera in Phllndelphia and Leonard had his op-
ponente in a bad way In the last round, but they
manuged ta pull through. Agalnst Kansas tha
little New Yorker missed gotling credit for n
knockout by the small margin of three seconds.
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anather hlock came wheén he was 12 vears old,
his oppo eing Joe Fogerty, The lookers-on
collectod o purse of 0 cente, of which Benny
8 ven Gn, | ing declared the winner o
the houtr. Th vas hls frst money goalned with
the padded mite ather in=iznificant in come
rarison to his end of the £0,00)0 houss which
witnessod his frst bout with Freddle Weolsh this
enr
" the next couple of vears Benny loxed
i these lttle clubas without any serious
thought a= te the future He really was oo
voung Lo give it much consideration. His par-
ents were very much opposed to the Nghing

spirit of thelr son, and reprimanded him evary
iplcioned that he had been wielding
gloves., His mother, especially, was set
against him boxing A purse of £20, his first
amolnt of what looked llke blg money to him
had much to do with overcoming tha
prejudice his father had againat him boxing
After a severs call down and obtaining an ac-
knowledgement that he had been bhoxing the
father asked Benny how much money he gol
The little fellow stunned his “‘dad’ by hand-
Ing over a twentv-dollar blll, Mother was givan
the money with Instructions by father to ha
sure and keep tab on when Benny fought again

When Benny Was “Fived.”

time thoy 3
the

then,

ESFPITE his success Mrs. Lelncr was still
D very much opposed to her son becoming
a fighter, She could not sce her Benny beécoms-
Ing & great man If he followed that vocation
and In addition she was so afrald he would get
hurt. Unable to persuade him to discard the
mitts despite hls affection for her, she pur-
sued dlifferent tactica, Bhe went to hils bosa at
the printing shop and arranged a schems to
scare the lttle fellow Into submission.

The plan was that the boss would get hold
of Benny the following day after he had beem
in a fight and dismliss him. Then ths mother
was to take the boy back and regain his job
on the promise that Benny would never figxht
any more. But the two oldar heads were given
a rude shock. The littla boxer had wanted to
quit for sometime, but hesitated on account of
his mother. On belng “fired” though, he was
perfectly contented and he could not be coaxed
back on ths job. He Immodiately went to his
newly-mado friend, Bllly Gibson, and told the
manager that he wanted to fight at every op-
portunity. It was then that Glbson took a seri-
ous interest in him and Benny has never re-
turned to the print shop except as a visltor;
and today he probably has enough money made
during the short time since he was technical-
ly "fired’” to buy the plant

Benny Is not the only member of ths Leiner
family who Is ascquainted with the antlca of
the padded mitta, although, of gourse, he is the
most prominent. Charlie, 1W0 YOArs younger
than Benny, |s a boxer of mere than ordinary
ability and probably would get near the top
If he was as enthusiastie about the sport as
Benny.

In November, 1015, Charlie won the Inter-
natfonal amateur title in the 125 pounds clase
at the Fanama Exposition held In San Fraas
clsco,




